Abstract
The knowledge about diversity and distribution of Myxomycetes in Belarus is limited. Some papers were published by Polish botanists and mycologists in the 19th century (Twardowska, 1885; Błoński, 1888 Błoński, , 1889 Błoński, , 1890 and at the beginning of the 20th century (kasTory, 1912; Jarocki, 1924) . During the ensuing years, the studies have been accidental, and the most recent contributions are from Moroz & Novozhilov (1988 , 1994 and Moroz (1996) . These papers comprise 139 species including literature investigation and own reports. This survey of literature reveals that only four species of Licea have been reported from Belarus so far, namely Martin and L. variabilis Schrad. (Twardowska, 1885; Moroz & Novozhilov, 1994) .
The species and specimen characteristics
Licea parasitica (Zukal) G.W. Martin, Mycologia 34: 702 (1942) .
Our samples have sessile sporangia, scattered to gregarious, globose to subglobose, sometimes urn-shaped, brown to dark brown, up to 0.2 mm in diameter; spores brown, subglobose, thick-walled, smooth, 12.5-14.5 µm in diameter. Plasmodium was not observed. The sessile, globose or urn-shaped sporangium with an orbicular lid close to the upper part is a distinct character of this species (liu & Chang, 2010) .
Licea parasitica is widely distributed in Europe, Asia, North America and Australia (MartiN & alexopoulos, 1969; lakhaNpal & chopra, 1982; Mitchell, 1995; liu & Chang, 2010) . According to stepheNsoN (2003) , in temperate regions L. parasitica often appears on bark and co-occurring epiphytic bryophytes and lichens placed in moist chamber cultures, but fruiting bodies of this species require a longer time to develop than in the other species of Licea. In Belarus, L. parasitica was found in rather dry conditions in young Pinus sylvestris L. plantations growing on both tree bark and epiphytic lichens. The fruiting bodies were found in field, no moist-chamber cultures were applied.
Specimens examined: Belarus, Gomel region, Gomel district, Staro-Djatlovičskoe forest, 3 km SW of Starye Djatloviči village, 52˚12' N/30˚50' E, on bark of pine and thallus of Parmelia sulcata, 31 July 2013, A. Tsurykau (GSU 2117); Loyew district, Karpovka forest, 1.3 km N of Kawpen village, 51˚57' N/30˚39' E, on bark of pine and thallus of Mica-tsurykau a. rea nitschkeana, 9 Aug. 2011, A. Tsurykau (GSU 2163).
